
metaphors we read by 



can’t  

get into it 



it’s  

hard 



don’t  

get it 



it’s 

boring 



can’t  

make anything  

out of it 



can’t  

follow it 



doesn’t  

move me 





draw a picture  

















Our ordinary conceptual system, in terms of 

which we both think and act, is 

fundamentally metaphorical in nature. 

         

George Lakoff and Mark Johnson 

 Metaphors We Live By 



metaphors  

we read by 

















reading = moving = body 

















despair 



school failure 



education = commodity 



know-what 

vs. 

know-how 



consumption 

& 

control 







aesthetic experience 

is not transferable 





no one can read  

a book for you 





reading is a relationship  





reading freedoms  





exercise of moral imagination 



identification with others 



“equipment for living” 



cognitive embodiment  

of individual liberty 





cognitive embodiment  

of identification with others 




