
“In fact, without visualization, students 
cannot comprehend, and reading cannot 
be said to be reading.” 
 

Reading is Seeing, Jeffrey Wilhelm 
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WHY? 

Drawing with guided practice and 
choice in visual formats can increase 

reading engagement, comprehension, 
as well as creative problem-solving 

and critical thinking. 
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Examples of 8th Grade Middle School 
students from Shelby County 
Schools in Columbiana, Alabama. 
 
In response to a reading in the 
Nuremberg Laws. 













The assignment was to read the Nuremburg 
Laws and put yourself in the place of a Jewish 
person during that time. 



Examples from first-year college 
students in response to a variety of 
literary and non-fiction texts. 
 

































TAKE AWAY 

Drawing with guided practice and 
choice in visual formats can increase 

reading engagement, comprehension, 
as well as creative problem-solving 

and critical thinking. 



Teaching Handmade Thinking as a Process  

1. Introduce visual and handmade thinking 
2. Show 21 formats and examples 
3. Introduce simple drawing strategies in 

response to “I can’t draw!” 
4. Students create first handmade responses 
5. Individual students share format selected  
6. Students share in small groups  
7. Teacher shows exemplary student examples 
8. Teacher nudges students into other formats 
9. Small groups assigned to create new 

response in new format 

 



Simple Drawing Strategies 

Austin Kleon – a blog post 
 

Dave Gray – a video 
 

Sunni Brown – an article 
 

Sunni Brown – an R-rated video 
 

Ed Emberley – a video 
 

Brandy Agerbeck – a video 

http://www.austinkleon.com/2009/05/14/notes-on-the-vizthink-visual-notetaking-101-webinar/
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http://www.austinkleon.com/2009/05/14/notes-on-the-vizthink-visual-notetaking-101-webinar/
http://www.davegrayinfo.com/2010/10/28/drawing-facial-expressions/
http://www.alistapart.com/articles/the-miseducation-of-the-doodle/
http://sunnibrown.com/2011/10/23/ted-doodlers-unite/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zqcsYOSL_vo
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=id3xpYEGqZQ&list=UUm1btL1XECNk_pwVHAZ_EHA&index=3&feature=plcp

